
The Monumental Organ Restoration Project 
 
 

THE BASILICA OF SANT’APOLLINARE 



 
1. Almost 1500 Years of History: 
 
According to an ancient tradition, Sant’Apollinare, or St. Apollinaris, 
as he is known in English, was the first bishop of Ravenna, 
consecrated by St. Peter himself. 

The first church in honor of 
Sant’Apollinare was erected in 
Rome at the end of the seventh 
century.  

Following the wishes of Pope Benedict XIV (1740-58), the old edifice was 
demolished and reconstructed according to the plans of the court 
architect, Ferdinando Fuga. The work, finished in 1748, is one of the 
most successful and harmonious architectural examples of the 
transitional period between the Baroque and the Neoclassical.  



On November 16, 1884, in this 
Basilica, Giuseppe Sarto, the 
future Pope Pius X, was 
consecrated Bishop of Mantova. 
 

The Basilica is located in the historical center of Rome, 
a few steps away from Piazza Navona. 

The structure was granted to the Jesuits as a part of 
the German-Hungarian College (1575) and later 
assigned to the Pontificial Roman Seminary (1825). 
Since the end of 1990, it has been the seat of the 
chaplaincy of the Pontifical University Santa Croce, 
where hundreds of priests, seminaries, and students 
from all over the world receive their academic 
formation.  



2. A Long Musical Tradition: 

 
Among the formative activities offered by the German-Hungarian 
College, musical formation was afforded a certain prominence: 
under the guidance of important Kapellmeisters, the students, all 
seminarians, became especially admired for their accompaniment 
during sacred functions, giving birth to a solid tradition that lasted 
until the beginning of the 20th century.  
 
The school of Sant’Apollinare was, without doubt, one of the 
foremost protagonists in the Roman musical panorama of the 16th 
and 17th  centuries, distinguishing itself as one of the more 
important centers of Baroque music.  
 
The Basilica of Sant’Apollinare can count among its Kapellmeisters 
composers of such caliber as Tomás Luis de Vitoria, Agostino 
Agozzini, and Giacomo Carissimi. The presence of Girolamo 
Frescobaldi and Domenico Scarlatti as well as an exhibition of 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart in May 1770 are also noteworthy. 

Giacomo Carissimi 



 
3. The Antique Organ of the Basilica: 
 

The rather turbulent history of this instrument, unique in 
the world, has been richly reconstructed thanks to certain 
archive documents discovered by Thomas Culley¹, according 
to which there is more than enough reason to believe that 
the organ of Sant’Apollinare is the most extraordinary in 
Rome.  

In the high choir loft towering above the entrance of the 
Basilica, one can admire the monumental casing of what was 
once one of the most important organs of Rome. Today, 
unfortunately, this awe-inspiring instrument has been almost 
completely lost, due to time and usury.  

¹ Thomas Culley obtained his doctorate in musicology from the University of Harvard in June 1965 with the thesis: A documentary history of the liturgical music at the German College in Rome: 1573-1674. 



The organ was constructed by Willem Hermans (1601-1683), born in Thorn, near Maastricht in 
Holland. An admirable combination of the traditional canons of the Italian Renaissance organ 
with the sonority of the Flemish style allowed him to create an instrument with a new and 
original physiognomy.  

The innovative style of this instrument meant that the 
Basilica was filled with unusual and bizarre sounds, such as 
trombones, nightingales, tamburines, palpitations, etc.: it 
was something completely new, a great step that marked 
the beginning of that which would be the Baroque organ. 



4. The Restoration Project of the Monumental Organ: 

The musical tradition of the Basilica of Sant’Apollinare has encouraged us to begin a project 
of restoration of this monumental organ, in order to once more bestow upon the Basilica an 
instrument worthy of its glorious past.  

Aimed at harnessing the optimal acoustics of the 
Basilica, the new instrument will adhere to strict 
criteria for both the choice of materials and the quality 
of music produced. 



The restoration will be performed by Burkhard Klimke (Orgelbau Klimke of Holzwickede, 
Germany), a professional specialized in the art of restoring antique instruments who carries 
out his work abiding by the centuries-old artisan tradition of the German and Flemish organ 
builders.  

 

According to the 
plans, the new 
organ will consist 
of 20 registers and  
1,180 organ-pipes, 
all controlled by 
two keyboards and  
a pedalboard. 

Along with the organ restoration, there will be a 
structural reinforcement and restoration of the choir loft.  



5. Project Costs and Time: 

The total cost of the project is 430,000 euros, subdivided in the following manner: 

 Organ Restoration     € 260,000 
Includes: projection and production of the mechanical components and the organ-pipes, transportation and 
installation, intonation and technical assistence.  

 Choir Restoration     € 170,000 
Includes: structural reinforcement (92,000 euros), restoration of the wooden elements (45,500 euros), electrical 
wiring (6,300 euros), painting (8,000 euros), rent and preparation of scaffolding (2,200 euros), projection costs and 
supervision of work (16,000 euros). 

The projected time for the project is four years: three years for 
fundraising and one year for the construction and restoration of 
the organ and choir loft.  



6. To contribute: 

 
If you would like to contribute to the restoration of the organ of the 
Basilica of Sant'Apollinare in Rome, you may do so: 

By means of a wire transfer: 

IBAN: IT 56 F 02008 05311 000 101 466 700 
SWIFT BIC Code: UNCRITMM 
UniCredit Banca 
Agenzia Roma, Piazza Navona (00702) 
CHIESA BASILICA DI S. APOLLINARE 
P.zza di Sant'Apollinare, 49 
00186 ROMA (RM) 

For: RESTAURO DELL’ORGANO (ORGAN RESTORATION). 
  
At the Basilica of Sant'Apollinare: 

Rector: Mons. Pedro Huidobro 
Basilica di Sant'Apollinare 
P.zza di Sant'Apollinare, 49 
00186 - Roma 
  
Tel:  +39 (0) 66881641 
Fax: +39 (0) 668164400 
e-mail: huidobro@pusc.it 
http://www.basilica.apollinare.org 


